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Christmas Came Early to Young  

Children in North Carolina 

FUNDS TO REDUCE 

CHILD CARE 

SUBSIDY WAITLIST 

ADDED ASSISTANCE TO 

PARENTS UTILIZING 

CHILD CARE SUBSIDY 

FUNDS TO BOLSTER THE 

CHILD CARE WORKFORCE  

INCLUDING BONUSES AND 

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS 

$10 Million to 

Smart Start 

The NC 21-22 Budget includes billions of dollars 

that will aide Early Childhood 



From the Desk of the Executive Director Carrie Theall  

We are on the verge of winding up another year here at 

the Partnership.  With the arrival of the holiday season, it is 

always a good time to reflect on warm memories.  I often 

think of my dad during this time of year and all the holiday 

traditions he created in our family.  Every year we attended 

the 11pm service at our church and then came home to go 

right to bed, anticipating the next morning.  I think this was 

definitely a strategy on my parents’ part – go to the late 

service so their four kids would be too tired to try and stay 

up late.  On Christmas morning we had strict instructions – 

no one was allowed to go downstairs until my father was 

ready.  We all had to get dressed, brush our teeth, make 

our beds, and wait at the top of the stairs.  My dad would 

then draw out the suspense by taking his time getting 

dressed and shaving very slowly.  It was agony for me and 

my three brothers and our whining was epic.  After what 

seemed like an eternity, he would send us to the living 

room and assign one of us to hand out presents.  Each 

year, there was always at least one big surprise gift for ei-

ther one of us or my mother.  He would hide something in 

the kitchen or garage and wait until the last minute to do a 

big reveal.  My father was a master Santa Claus.   

Later we would have a big Christmas day dinner and open 

up our table to friends and relatives. You never knew who 

would be there - a dorm mate of one of my brothers, an 

older couple from our church whose grandchildren could-

n’t be near for the holidays, a couple of sailors from the 

nearby naval station, or a host of uncles, aunts, cousins, 

and grandmothers.   I never remember a Christmas where 

it was just our immediate family.  My parents taught us 

that our dinner table was open to whomever needed some 

family time and a good homecooked meal.  For Christmas, 

my mother would put on a spread – roast beef or a big 

ham with lots of sides and then a wonderful dessert.  She 

was known for her iced tea and I still have friends who ask 

for Alice’s tea. 

My father passed away over 20 years ago, but his tradi-

tions live on with his children and grandchildren.  I say all 

this to remind everyone of the importance of creating fam-

ily traditions and the impact they have on healthy child 

development.  And further, that traditions become genera-

tional – along with the lessons they teach.  My parents 

never sat down and told us we needed work on helping 

other people – instead we learned from their wonderful 

examples and the memories created.  And now I see their 

grandchildren sharing in these traditions and creating open 

dinner tables as well.  I encourage everyone this holiday 

season to start new traditions and maybe bring back some 

old forgotten ones.  The impact they will have on children 

will be life-long. 

Happy Holidays to All! 



FALL 2021 ROLL AND READ 
 



Child Care Resource & Referral  

January Workshop Title Time Location Presenter Cost Clock 
Hours 

11 Early Brain Development 
& Self-Regulation 

6:30-
8:30pm 

Virtual Amanda Hazen N/A 2.0 

20 Using the Environment 
Rating Scales to Guide 
Naptime Routines 

6:15-
8:15pm 

Virtual Angela Lowery-
Taylor 

N/A 2.0 

27 Everyday Play: Zero to 
Three Growing Brain Se-
ries 

6:15-
8:15pm 

Alamance 
Partnership 

Sara Kiehn N/A 2.0 

February Workshop Title Time Location Presenter Cost Clock 
Hours 

15 Creating Storyboards for 
Teaching Language, Math 
& Social-Emotional Skills 

6:15-
8:15pm 

Alamance 
Partnership 

Angela Lowery-
Taylor 

N/A 2.0 

22 Using Puppets to In-
crease Literacy Skills in 
Preschool Children 

6:15-
8:15pm 

Alamance 
Partnership 

Angela Lowery-
Taylor 

N/A 2.0 

24 Communication & Lan-
guage Development: Ze-
ro to Three Growing 
Brain Series 

6:15-
8:15pm 

Alamance 
Partnership 

Sara Kiehn N/A 2.0 

March Workshop Title Time Location Presenter Cost Clock 
Hours 

15 Build Your Confidence in 
Using the Environment 
Rating Scale (ERS) 

6:15-
8:15pm 

Alamance 
Partnership 

Angela Lowery-
Taylor 

N/A 2.0 

January, February, March 2022 Training Calendar 

Alamance Partnership for Children 

Registration must be done through the CCSA website (https://www.childcareservices.org/) 

Click on the providers tab, then click on the professional development tab. Registration will close seven days 

prior to the training event. Trainings offered by the Alamance Partnership are free for any participant work-

ing in a licensed child care program. Email Sara Kiehn at skiehn@alamancechildren.org with any training 

questions.  

https://www.childcareservices.org/
mailto:skiehn@alamancechildren.org


  Beginning With the End in Mind 

Congratulations to Ms. Davina Boldin-Woods on her re-

cent accomplishment—moving from her temporary li-

cense to her new Five Star Rated License. When asked 

about her experience with the Alamance Partnership for 

Children during this short journey, Davina shared that 

“with the ongoing technical assistance and support of An-

gela Lowery-Taylor and Sara Kiehn, I accomplished the 

monumental milestone of moving from a temporary li-

cense to becoming a five-star child care center. I would 

not have been successful without these ladies and the en-

couragement of a great group of child care owners here 

in Alamance County.  A tremendous thanks to each one 

of you.” 

BIG CONGRATULATIONS! 

Looking for a free, easy, fun, and professional way to meet the NC 

Foundations for Early Learning and Development?  Look to LENA to 

help you plan for Language and Communication, Social-Emotional De-

velopment, Cognitive Development,  Approaches to Learning, and 

Health and Physical Development in your child care program.  Learn to 

combine language and math experiences with simple things 

such as stacking boxes! 

Join the next LENA interest meeting which will be held virtually on Jan-

uary 11, 2022 at 6:30 pm.  Call Angela Lowery-Taylor at 336-513-0063 

and register to learn more about the LENA Early Talk professional de-

velopment and technical assistance program.  

This child is explaining to Ms. Shelby “how 

many boxes tall” he is by stacking and counting. 

Recent participants of the Find Your Wellness Outdoors professional development 

earn their certificate and clock hours.  



NC Pre-K Site Monitoring is Underway Here in Alamance County 

NC Pre-K Site Monitoring will ensure that sound, high-quality, and appropriate services are implemented and 

maintained for the NC Pre-K Program. Results from Site Monitoring and DCDEE compliance visits are used to 

ensure uniformity across programs and to develop local county/regional plans.  

Fun at Grove Park Elementary School’s Site Monitoring Visit 

Ms. Julia explaining to her students that pizza would cook  
better in the oven than in the washing machine. 

Ms. Annette praising her student’s wonderful artwork! 



Early Literacy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dolly Parton has been named one of PEOPLE’S 2021 People of the Year.  “At 75, Par-

ton is more in demand than ever. There's a slew of new ventures in the Dolly-verse: a 

beauty business and fragrance, a new (and already Emmy-winning) production deal 

with Netflix, and she's even co-authored a book with James Patterson, out early next 

year. The book, Run, Rose, Run, has already inspired an album, for which Parton has 

written 12 songs.” 

Click the link to read the full article.  https://people.com/country/dolly-parton-

people-of-the-year-2021-giving-back-being-boss/ 

 

Dolly Parton News 

 
As of November 2021, Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library has gifted 

170,824,458 free books to children in all 50 states and several oth-

er countries.  North Carolina became the second state to offer 

statewide distribution of Imagination Library books in 2017; several 

other states have since followed.  Between July and December of 

2021, West Virginia, Kansas, Kentucky, and Colorado also became 

statewide  affiliates. 

To register your young child or update an address: 

• Visit www.alamancechildren.org 

• Call 336.513.0063 to register by phone 

• Email pscott@alamancechildren.org 

PBSNewsHour 
PBS highlights the beginning of Dolly Parton’s Imagination 
Library through interviews with Dolly Parton and children 
receiving the Imagination Library books in her hometown. 

Click the link to view the full story.  https://youtu.be/EWUAkeI2MD0 

https://people.com/style/dolly-parton-launches-scent-from-above-fragrance-at-hsn/
https://people.com/country/dolly-parton-james-patterson-write-her-first-novel-run-rose-run/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EWUAkeI2MD0


We are proud to announce the        

Incredible Years Preschool, 

School Age, and Spanish 

Basic Parenting Programs are 

completed.  

Congratulations to the Fall 2021 Classes  

The Incredible Years Program is a Parent Support Group That 

Focuses on Building a Nurturing Relationship with Your Child 

and Managing Challenging Behaviors 

 

Alamance Partnership for Children 

Will Offer Classes Beginning in  

February 

Classes Offered:  

• Preschool (3-5 years) 

• School Age (6-12 years) 

• Autism and Language Delays 

Location: TBA  
For more information or to register contact  

Vivlica Rodgers 

Phone: 336.513.0063 ext.110  

Email: vrodgers@alamancechildren.org  

or visit our website www.alamancechildren.org 

A $50 BONUS WILL BE PAID TO ALL PARENTS 

WHO COMPLETE THE CLASS 

FREE DINNER 

AND CHILD 

CARE 



 

Kaleidoscope playgroups are now being offered in-person at the Out-

door Learning Environment and Pate Homes. Sessions are free to all 

parents and caregivers with children birth to five in Alamance County. 

Where: RL Pate Homes  

100 Lunsford Dr. 

Burlington, NC 27217 

When: Tuesdays Afternoon  

Time: 1:30pm-3:00pm  

Where: Outdoor Learning Environment   

at the corner of Hodges and River Road  

in Glencoe Mill Village, Burlington  

When: Wednesdays Morning  

Time: 10:30am-12:00pm  

Kaleidoscope Play and Learn 

For more information, please contact Vivlica Rodgers 

at 333.513.0063  

or vrodgers@alamancechildren.org 



Carrie Theall, Executive Director 
ctheall@alamancechildren.org 

 

Tamatha Kohler, Program Director 
tkohler@alamancechildren.org 

 

Melinda McGuire, Finance & HR  
Manager 
mmcguire@alamancechildren.org 

 

Penny Scott,  Literacy Specialist 
pscott@alamancechildren.org 

 

Janay Powell, NC Pre-K Coordinator 
jpowell@alamancechildren.org 

 

Carina Hoover, NC Pre-K Family 
Specialist 
choover@alamancechildren.org 

 

Sandra Vanover, Parents as Teachers 
Educator 
svanover@alamancechildren.org 

 

Sara Kiehn, Early Learning Services 
Manager 
skiehn@alamancechildren.org 

 

Vivlica Rodgers, Incredible Years/
Kaleidoscope Coordinator 
vrodgers@alamancechildren.org 
 

Angela Lowery-Taylor, Child Care 
Specialist 
alowerytaylor@alamancechildren.org 

 

Michelle Howe, Office Manager/
Executive Assistant 
mhowe@alamancechildren.org 

Our Staff 

2021-2022 Board of Directors 

Executive Committee:  

Nikki Ratliff, Board Chair 

Jeff Smythe, Past Board Chair 

Logan Sharpe, Vice Chair 

David Ealy, Treasurer 

Lisa Lippert, Secretary 

Susana Goldman, At-Large 

Robin Finberg          

Heidi Hollingsworth 

Ricky Hurtado 

Doug Hyman  

Katrina Jackson 

Patricia Matterson  

Christy McCawley 

Kelly Mendenhall  

Dejuana Bigelow 

Allen Johnson 

Board meetings are held on the second Wednesday  

of the month from noon—1:30 p.m. at the Partnership office,  

2322 River Road, Burlington, NC 27217.  

If you wish to attend, please call (336) 513-0063. 


